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Mr. Chairman...Members of the Agriculture Committee:

My name is Linda Metzger. I’'m a self-employed registered nurse. I am a proponent of
House Bill 726 in its entirety, but I'd like to speak to you today about the part with which I have

personal experience — Section 2.

My husband and I moved to our home nine miles west of Great Falls in 1984. For 14
years we were able to enjoy the quiet beauty of our state; but that was no longer possible after an

animal hoarder moved into our neighborhood in1998.

For the last eight years, dozens of neighbors, sheriff’s deputies, and county officials have
had to do battle with this person to try to get her to stop her serial hoarding of hundreds of dogs,
cats, and other animals. It has cost Cascade County tens of thousands of dollars, and the primary
reason it hasn’t cost much, much more is the fact that hundreds of volunteers, fresh off of the
Camp Collie experience that began in Shelby, stepped up to care for these abused animals.

A landmark lawsuit against a similar hoarder in Oregon in 1995 resulted in the passing of
the “Kiittles Law,” which at the time was the toughest animal cruelty law in the country. It cost
$150,000. When it was over, the District Attorney who prosecuted it is reported to have
described the procedure as “the world’s longest root canal without benefit of anesthesia.” I
suspect the Cascade County Attorney’s Office, along with the neighbors, would have no quibble
with that metaphor.

The State of Montana v. Pamela Polejewski plea agreement last year prohibits the
defendant from having any dogs or cats for five years. She has not complied, resulting in part of

her suspended jail sentence being revoked...but there’s not enough room in our jails for this type

of offender. The U.S. Bureau of Justice says the recidivism rate for robbers, burglars, larcenists,

and motor vehicle thieves is between 70 and 79%. The Hoarding of Animals Research

Consortium says the recidivism rate for hoarders is nearly 100% if there’s no ongoing treatment.
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One legislator told me that we have civil remedies here in Montana, and indeed we do.
My neighbors and I brought a public nuisance lawsuit against the hoarder. She proceeded to file
Chapter 7 bankruptcy, resulting in the bankruptcy court dismissing our suit.

One long-suffering neighbor of mine suggested that when the hoarding resumes and the
dogs are again running at large, we employ a “Way of the Old West” — the “Triple-S” method of
nuisance dog control: Shoot, Shovel, and Shut up. Ladies and gentlemen, this is a prescription for

a modern range war.

House Bill 726, Section 2, provides prosecutors and judges with a tool for that intractable
and peculiar type of animal cruelty known as hoarding -- a tool that has actually worked to
decrease recidivism: A psychiatric or psychelogical evaluation, followed by treatment if
appropriate, at the defendant’s expense. This is painless legislation for your Committee to
approve...if you pass it, you’ll reduce the chance that a hoarder will resume inflicting pain on
animals, neighbors, and taxpayers. Let us not have to reinvent the wheel every time a hoarder is
exposed —and in the last four years, seven hoarders, from all around the state of Montana, have

gotten national exposure.
A hoarder forces citizens to pay one way or the other...let’s at least make him or her pay
along with us, so that we will end up paying less, both in time and in treasure. Please vote FOR

House Bill 726.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you.

Linda Metzger

32 Windy Ridge Lane
Great Falls, MT 59404
406-965-3424
mami@mt.net
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Frank Hayes, left, and Rick Fisher, animal control officers with the Cascade County Humane So- -
ciety, confiscate a tank of gold fish from a Great Falls residence in which officers found 17 dogs, -
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six cats and other animals living in allegedly filthy conditions.

By SANJAY TALWANI
Tribune Staff Writer

In what authorities are

'~ calling a “puppy mill sit-

uation,” a Great Falls
woman may be cited
with as many as 27
counts of animal crueity
for the 17 dogs, six cats,
one ferret, two birds and
12 goldfish living in al-

legedly filthy conditions

in her lower southside
home. - .

Police and animal con-
trol officers said Thurs-
day they expected to cite
Pamela Polejewski, ' 709
8th Ave. S:, as soon as
they found her.

most. appalling things
I've ever seen,” said Dr.
Micki Lague of Central
West Animal Clinic, who

has worked with dogs.

for about 20 years.
“That’s going to bother
me for months,” ‘

Tracey Hurd, senior
animal control officer
with the Cascade County
Humane Society said

_neighbors had long com-

plained about conditions

and barking ‘dogs in the -

home.

Police received a noise
complaint about 3 a.m.
Thursday regarding a
loud. stereo, which offi-

" cers believe was turned

“That was one of ther, on to cover the barking.

Police and animal con-
trol officers got.a war-
rant and searched the
home about 6 am..
Wearing masks against

the stench of animal -

wastes, they removed

.the pets.and took them

to the animal shelter for
cleanup and evaluation.

The animals included
four cats outside with no
food, water or -shelter,
Hurd said. Neighbors
told officers they had not
seen Polejewski for at
least a few days.

Even the goldfish tank
removed by officers ap-
peared green and slimy.

Hurd said she believed

Polejewski breeds  the

~ Woman may face 27 counts of animal cruelty;

border collies, heelers,
Karelian bear dogs and
mixed breeds and sells
them for profit. '
" The stink was notice-

able from the street. A

few neighbors driving
and walking by thanked
the officers for the good

riddance.

City ordinance . pro-
hibits ‘'more " than two
dogs in a household and
does not set a limit on
cats, if they are properly
inoculated. But any ani-
mal. subjected to cruelty
or neglect is protected
by state law. . :

Each count is. punish-
able by up to six months

in the jail.
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